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Introduction
The Shooting Industry Foundation of Australia is 
the peak body that represents Australia’s major 
importers, wholesalers and retailers of firearms, 
ammunition, and related accessories. 

The industry supplies Australia’s Defence, Law 
Enforcement, and other government agencies, 
as well as Australia’s 868,000+ licensed firearm 
owners.

In 2019, it was conservatively estimated that 
the non-government sector of the Australian 
shooting industry contributed $2.4 billion to 
Australia’s GDP and supported in excess of 
19,500 jobs.
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Increased Local Manufacturing, Economic Recovery

Like many other industries, Australia’s shooting industry  
is seeking to recover economically from Covid impacts and 
looking to grow domestically, with aspirations to become  
a nett exporter.

The industry is also seeking to expand its existing role as the 
Asia Pacific distribution hub for firearms and firearm related 
components.

There is close alignment between the shooting industry’s 
needs and aspirations and the stated policies of the current 
Government.

• Sovereign Defence Industry and Defence Industry 
Development Strategy

• Trade Diversification Plan

• Better Deal for Small Business

• A Future Made in Australia and Secure Australian Jobs

SIFA has historically found it extremely difficult to engage 
with Commonwealth Government agencies (outside of the 
Department of Home Affairs).

As a niche and comparatively small industry, our experience 
has been that we are viewed through the single paradigm of 
“gun control”, and often “fall through the cracks” with respect to 
industry development, employment, education and regulatory 
reform initiatives which have relevance for our industry.

SIFA would ask both the Government and Opposition to look 
beyond the nature of the heavily regulated products we deal 
in, and to assist by affording SIFA and our stakeholders the 
same opportunities to make a contribution towards Australia’s 
prosperity as other industries.



sifa.net.au   5

Data Driven Firearms Policy

All Australian Governments recognise the importance of  
using data to better understand and respond to the needs  
of Australians for improved government service delivery, 
to inform government policy development, and to evaluate 
program success.

A major failing of successive Governments in Australia has  
been not generating the data needed to thoroughly evaluate 
their own programs, and to inform policy.

• There is an almost complete absence of any objective, 
independently collected and evaluated longitudinal data 
which validates Australia’s claim to having “world leading 
gun laws.”

• What little data was previously collected was focused  
on the illicit use of firearms by criminals. The Criminology 
Research Advisory Council has directed the Australian 
Institute of Criminology to focus on other more pressing 
topics, so the AIC is no longer an authoritative source of  
illicit firearms related data. 

• In 2019, the Department of Health commissioned a report 
into our civilian shooting and hunting industry and found 
that it conservatively contributed $2.4 billion to Australia’s 
GDP and supported some 19,500 jobs.

SIFA would ask all Members and Senators to ensure that,

• A competent authority is funded and tasked with identifying 
(or generating), aggregating and publishing all relevant 
firearm related data to better inform policy.

• Firearms regulators are compelled to include appropriate 
and adequate supporting data in all firearms related policy 
and regulatory advice to the Minister.

• Shooting industry stakeholders be given access to all 
supporting data which the regulator has relied upon 
for proposed amendments, as part of a best practice 
consultation process.



Streamline Importation/Exportation in our Industry

There is considerable scope to improve regulatory processes 
and reduce unnecessary burdens at the border for the Australian 
shooting industry without compromising public safety.

The need for the modernisation of Australia’s borders has long 
been recognised. The Australian Border Force has established 
the Customs and Border Modernisation Branch to reflect the 
broad scope of the ABF’s border modernisation efforts. 

Given the projected 10-year timeframe for the benefits of the 
simplified trade and border modernisation programs to be 
realised, SIFA would ask that the Minister for Home Affairs 
consider practical short-term improvements, for example,

• Issuing a statement of Ministerial expectations which 
compels our Commonwealth regulators to be a model 
regulator and to strive for regulatory best practice.

• Establishing a written policy for ABF inspections which 
acknowledges Trusted Traders and streamlines the 
fulfilment of legislated requirements (e.g., sampling of, 
or random audits of consignments rather than a physical 
inspection of each individual item within a consignment, 
which currently adds 14 days (avg) to release times.)

• Establishing an interagency task force to actively explore 
and advance whole of government improvement 
opportunities for the sector.

• A single online portal through which industry can engage 
with Government to streamline importation processes, 
maintain visibility of their permit applications, and to satisfy 
their considerable compliance obligations.

• An automated, rules-based method for issuing importation 
or export permits in a timely manner, especially for low risk  
/ routine inventory items.
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Commonwealth Firearms Authority

The integrity of regulatory functions is a matter of public interest. 

The cessation of COAG and the abolition of the former 
Commonwealth Firearms Consultative Council has had  
negative consequences.

• It has diminished the depth, breadth and quality of the  
policy advice being made available to governments with 
respect to firearms.

• It has denied industry the contemporary, best practice, 
regulatory regime enjoyed by similar regulated industries.

• It has resulted in increasing disparity between State and 
Territory firearm regulations, undermining the uniformity 
which the NFA sought to establish.

• There is no longer one single body resourced and tasked to 
perform a regulatory oversight function and to evaluate the 
performance of firearms regulators. 

• There is no longer one single body resourced and tasked  
with collecting and collating appropriate data to inform policy, 
or to measure and evaluate the dynamics of the industry.

SIFA would ask that our elected representatives support the 
establishment of a Federal statutory authority under the PGPA 
Act 2013, to replace the previous Commonwealth Firearms 
Advisory Council.

The authority would be tasked with the responsibility to,

• Review the effectiveness of firearms laws and administrative 
practices.

• Ensure that appropriate data is collected, assessed and 
published.

• Evaluate options for reform and change submitted by 
governments, persons or groups within the community, 
including any successor to the Firearms and Weapons  
Policy Working Group.
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